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British documentary filmmaker Adrian Warren (1949 -2011) and |
commenced an email correspondence in 2002 while he was in post
production for his PBS film The Lost World T Venezuelads Anci ent Tepu
When | heard from War  ren that he was the consultant for Pixar Animation
Studio 6 $2009 Academy Award winner] animated movie UP, | was delighted

that Pixar had selected him because he was a respected authority on the

tepuis and their exploration history.

| was interested to s ee how the Pixar animators would portray the
geology, flora, and fauna of the tepuis in contrast to the organic features |

was familiar with from my several trips to Auyantepui and Angel Falls. I

anticipated that there would be few, if any, similarities b etween the
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characters in  UP and the characters in Jimmie Angel6s Gr eat Savannah

Angel Falls exploration history.

Adrian Warren filming
from the summit edge
of Roraima

Warren's tepui explorations began in the
early 19605 as a field biologist and
continued through 2011 as a documentary
filmmaker,

2003 PBS "Tha Lost Warld”

2006 Disney » Pixar guide for "UP’

&drian Werren archive

Before | compare and contrast the geology, flora, fauna a nd characters in

UPG6 s s withrJimmie Angel 6 story, a synopsis of each story is presented.

UP Story: Carl Fredricksen and his neighbor Ellie met as children in
Midwestern United States and shared their dreams of adventure and their
desire to live by P aradise Falls in Venezuela. Famous in the 1930s, daring
American aviator -explorer Charles Muntz, with his dirigible named Spirit of
Adventure , was their childhood hero.

Carl and Ellie married and hoped to have a child, but that dream is not
realized. Duri ng their marriage Carl worked as a balloon salesman and Ellie
worked in the South American information center in the same park where Carl

sold balloons, maintained their home and kept their dreams of adventure
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alive. Unfortunately, life got in the way and Ellie died an old woman with their

dream of living by Paradise Falls unrealized.

Carl & Ellie
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Carl & Ellie
dream of
Paradise Falls

Digital, Daniel Léopez Mufioz
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Graig Foster (graphic design), Elie Docter, art, The Art of UP, Disney e Pixar

Alone, an old man of 80 -years, Carl was cast adrift in a sea of rem orse
and was on the verge of forced eviction from the house where he had lived
with Ellie. In anger and desperation, he tied thousands of balloons to the
house and set forth on an aerial voyage of discovery. Stowaway Wilderness
Explorer Scout Russell was o n board the flying house; actually, he was on
the front porch waiting for Carl to answer the door. Russell was a rotund,
talkative, and lonely boy who pursued Carl because he wanted to earn an
fAssisting the Elderly 0 me badge and Carl was the old man he wanted to
assist; Carl did not want to be assisted.

Eventually the house, with passengers Carl and Russell, landed on a

mysterious tepui (tabletop mountain) named Auyantepui in the Great

Savannah of southeastern Venezuela. They can see Paradise Falls in the
distance and Carl and Russell set off to take Ellie 0 stethered house to the
waterfall.
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On their journey to Paradise Falls, they encountered a large exotic bird
named Kevin. Kevin was on the run from Carl and Ellie 6 <hildhood hero, the
famous Charl es Muntz. Years earlier Muntz had claimed discovery of the bird,
AThe Monster of dPhatrhia geers lead IBugHed a him saying the
bird did not exist. ~ Muntz was expelled from the Explorer 60 s C Tapbove them

wrong, Muntz had dedicated his life to capturing a live bird.

Kevin, Russell, Dug and Carl with Paradise Falls in the background
Pixar Animation Studios

Carl and Russell next encountered a friendly dog named Dug who can
speak because his owner, again the f amous Muntz, had designed a special
collar which translated his dogs 6 t h o u g h husanilamguage; there were
several language choices on the collar. Muntz and his pack of talking,
aggressive hunting dogs were in pursuit of the bird. Friendly Dug was an
outcast from Muntz 6 glog pack and was in pursuit of happiness with humans
who would love him.

At the conclusion of their journey to Paradise Falls, Carl had to let go of
the house, which represented his old life with Ellie, and fight Muntz for the
survival of Russell, Kevin, and Dug who were his new life. In a wonderful
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ending, the house when released by Carl floated on its own and landed next

to Paradise Falls; Ell ie6ds dr e a fuolfilleda s

Jimmie Angel Story: Jimmie Angel (1899 -1956) was born in the
Midwestern state of Missouri in 1899 and become a pilot. He barnstormed
across the United States during the 1920s with his first wife Virginia (Martin)

Angel (1906 -1985), who was from the Midwestern state of Oklahoma, and
three of his brothers Eddie, Parker , Clifford and their wives. His fourth
brother, my father Clyde Marshall Angel (1917 -1997), was too young to fly

with his older aviator brothers.

Angel Falls The world’s tallest waterfall: 3,212 feet / 979 meters

Photo: a&drian Warren

The five Angel brothers and
their parents, 1927

Angel told the following unverified story to my father and to many oth er
people who did and did not believe him: In 1921, he was hired for $5,000 in
Panama to fly an American mining geologist named McCracken to the top of
a mysterious tabletop mountain in southeastern Venezuela where they
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collected many pounds of gold fro m a river bed. Several years later, Angel
heard that McCracken had died in the United States and he began his quest

to find McCracken 6 i Ri v er of Gol d.

While married to Virginia, Angel was hired as an aviation -guide for an
exploratory resource expeditio n to the Great Savannah where he saw Angel
Falls for the first time on a solo flight into Auyantepui 06 £hurun Canyon (also

known as Devild6 s Ca nhiB8oNovember 1933. (Because it is difficult to

decipher Angel 6s | og book, the date may h)akRoer

years later, searching for the A Ri v e roldoofhe l@&ded his airplane, named
El Rio Caroni (The River Caroni), on the summit of Auyantepui in the
company of his second wife Marie (Sanders) Angel (1906 -1987), who was
also from Missouri, and two othe r companions. On landing, the airplane
became bogged in mud and he was not able to take off. The landing party

was forced to abandon the airplane and struggled for eleven days to reach

their camp in the Kamarata Valley at the base of Auyantepui.

El Rio Caroni mired in mud on Auyantepui 6 summit, 9 October 1937. Jimmie Angel is
standing next to Marie while Miguel Angel Delgado digs through the grass
Photo: Gustavo Heny, JAHP Archive in association with Enrique Luca Collection
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Angel 6 sstories abou ta Ami | e hi gh o and aneunexpoled tepui
inspired the 1937 -1938 AMNHG®G s P hbe Vepezuelan Expedition to
Auyantepui. In 1939, Jimmie worked as the aviator -guide for the Venezuelan
Ministry of Development 6 sGreat Savannah Exp edition and met AMNH
paleontologist George Gaylord Simpson. In the same year, the Venezuelan
government acknowledged him by naming the waterfall Salto Angel (Angel
Falls) in honor of his explorations. He died at age fifty -seven in the Canal

Zone.
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Pixar Animation Studios is known for its meticulous research. According
to Ricky Nierva, UP6 $roduction Designer, Ratatouille 6 key people fitook an
amazing research trip throughout Paris especially the 5 star restaura nts .o

The key people who created Toy Story 3 and Wall-E were less fortunate and



made due with visits to regional East (San Francisco) Bay landfills. 3 The

primary location for UP was Canaima National Park in southeastern
Venezuela, a region known as th e Great Savannah and the ALost ‘4)710 rld.

The park is home to most of the tepui sand the world 6s tall est wat er
Angel Falls, called Paradise Falls in UP.

According to Pete Docter, UPG sDirector, fiRal ph [ Eggl est on, a
production designer] gave us a documentary about the Tepui mountains in
South America and as soon as | popped the DVD [of Warren &s f i | m] my ha
stood on end because | knew this was where we should set the movie. (‘35
AWe were | ooking for pl aces to put our char
toget her . We thought a tropical island é (But
Adrian Warren and he came to Pixar to show wu
said, 6We need to 6golhtlserpdlace is unique, very
needed to experience what it 60s | i keitinttlee movie.t ®



